Is Surgery Necessary in the Treatment of Primary Gastric Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma?
Fifty-two patients with primary gastric lymphoma were randomly assigned to two different surgical approaches. Twenty-eight cases were diagnosed by endoscopy and treated with chemotherapy CHOP-Bleo (cyclophosphamide, adriamycin, vincristine, prednisone and bleomycin) alternating with CMED (cyclophosphamide, metothexate, etoposide and dexamethasone). Twenty four cases underwent debulking surgery (partial or total gastrectomy) followed by the same chemotherapy. No differences were observed in relapse free disease or survival in resected or unresected patients. Complications were more frequent and severe in patients who underwent surgery. We believe that surgery is not necessary in the treatment of patients with primary gastric lymphoma.